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Response and Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement 

filed November 2, 2004 
Reply to Office Action dated July 30, 2004 

Accordingly, favorable reconsideration and withdrawal of this rejection are 
respectfully requested. 

SUPPLEMENTAL I NFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

In compliance with the duty of disclosure under 3 7 C.F.R. § 1 .56 and in 
accordance with the practice under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1 ,97 and 1 .98, the Examiner's attention is 
directed to the document listed on the enclosed Information Disclosure Statement by Applicant 
form (PTO/SB/08A). 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(aX2)(ii) as revised at 69 Fed. Reg. 56481 
(September 21, 2004), a copy of the cited U.S. patent has not been submitted. 

The cited reference, U.S. Patent No. 6,502,917, is an English-language 
counterpart to document WO 99/59823, already of record in this case, and which is in Japanese. 

It is respectfully requested that the above information be considered by the 
Examiner and that an initialed copy of the enclosed Information Disclosure Statement by 
Applicant form (PTO/SB/08A) be returned indicating that such information has been considered. 

Since Applicants have received an Office Action on the merits, this Supplemental 
Information Disclosure Statement is submitted in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c)(2). The 
requisite fee under 37 C.F.R. § U 7(p) should be charged to Deposit Account 19-4709. 

CONCLUSION 

Applicants respectfully submit that all outstanding rejections have been addressed 
and are now either overcome or moot. Applicants further submit that all claims pending in this 
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application are patentable over the prior art. Favorable reconsideration and withdrawal of those 
rejections and objections is respectfully requested. 

The Commissioner is authorized to charge any fees now or hereafter due in this 
application to Deposit Account No. 19-4709, including the fees required for the foregoing 
Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement and the accompanying Terminal Disclaimer (a 
Fee Transmittal form is submitted herewith). 

In the event that there are any questions, or should additional information be 
required, please contact Applicant's attorney at the number listed below. 

Respectfully submitted, 




David L. Schaeffer 
Registration No. 32,716 
Attorney for Applicant 
Stroock & Stroock & Lavan LLP 
1 80 Maiden Lane 
New York, New York 10038 
(212) 806-6677 
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